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Q # 1-Tell Me a Little about Your Life History; particularly the parts that you either remember most or think are the most important. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]R.P.   I had an ambitious and meddling mother. I have had battles.  She was very intelligent and in some ways, left to rot, staying at home being a homemaker and with the kids. It was the times. My family…I have a brother who is 13 years younger than me. It was like we had two different families. He’s a doctor now. Dr. Dave. He goes on “Grand Tours” to other countries in his specialty. My Mother. She was Francophone from St. Boniface. Her last name was Bouvier, and the Bouviers came from France in 1630. There was a joke in my family that her family came over on the same boat as the Jacqueline Bouvier, that they were related. Originally settled in Quebec, part of the Huberdoux Quebecois people.     I have had a profound observation of Francophone people. On my Father’s side, I can go back as far as 1890 in England. The first R. P. … Ray, my grandfather…my dad never met him. He was a mechanic who died in a boat in Ontario, in 1923. He worked for Dominion Motors and that company was testing a new Ford engine in this boat. The boat exploded, and he died along with the owner’s son. Their bodies weren’t found for a week. My Dad was “in utero” when that happened and he He was Lionel P., born 5 or 6 months later. 
So I am a third generation immigrant to Canada. Unless you are indigenous, you are an immigrant, and it makes me so angry when I hear people complain about immigrants. In my limited understanding of French culture, I think that people pick at each other like hens in an overcrowded henhouse. 
I haven’t been interviewed by many people… My Mother” F” upped my life. It’s a long and painful story. That relationship completely affected my own kids. I did not pressure them to go to University for example. II never spent money for them to go to University, but they are getting their money now. There were more hardships then. I didn’t pressure them because I got so pressured. In her mind (my Mother) , the only reason you have a child, is so that the child grows up and reflects glory on you. Francophone society...it’s important to look good, be turned out, and be intelligent, it’s how you are judged. 
Later in life, my Mother sold Amway, could put her intelligence to something. My Mother controlled me. I left home at 17 or 18 years. I didn’t want it. I recently talked to my son Jordan, about this. He knew nothing of it. When Jordan was small, my “history” began after his birth. 
I listened to peter Zoske at that time. He was the lifeblood of Canada, like some others…Terry Fox, Rick Mercer, and The Tragically Hip. Zoske had a real Canadian focus. Show on CBC Radio every day from 9:00 to noon. What’s the name of the lead singer from The Tragically Hip? Sometimes, when I want to find the name of something, it’s like my brain blanks it out. Is this ageing?  
In 1992, we had moved back from our farm to the city of Saskatoon... Mostly to make it easier for the kids. They had a one hour each way on the school bus to school, and that was going to change, increase to 1.r hours each way. My wife, Verna, a Daycare Consultant, was laid off from her job. We had just bought a house. We didn’t talk to the kids about what was happening. Kids have their eyes open. They know how to push the buttons. When my son Jordan was around 14, he was waiting for me to take him somewhere, and he was getting annoyed with me because I took a phone call. It was Peter Zoske or someone from that show calling me. I was invited to be interviewed on the Peter Zoske show. An episode about Baby Boomers, there were 13 others called. A lot spoke about how they were disappointed by how their lives had turned out, their frustrations, but not me. I wasn’t like that. I did good, I think. (Laughing)
I’m not a writer. I am more of a conversationalist was an extreme reader from the age of four. I read “The Grapes of Wrath” when I was 12 years old. I had an incredible relationship with reading. I was a loner. I felt a disincentive to be otherwise. I have a John Hirsh story, from when I was 10 years old, will explain later. 

Q # 2- When did you feel most alive? 
R.P.: When I bought my semi-trailer and moved to Saskatoon. I got a certificate from George Brown College about driving them. The only certificate I have pursued in my life. I have no University degree. I don’t have a certificate in Mechanics, Carpentry, Driving, but I worked in those areas. Everything I know how to do, I learned “on the road” Everything. I learned about driving behind the windshield of a big Cab over. 
When my kids were young. (Jordan and Janna) My daughter, Janna, was born in 1986…In the late 80’s and the 90’s, I felt that my life was important, that period was consequential. 
Q # 3-Are there any particular things that you would want your family to know about you, and are there particular things you want them to remember? 
I want them to know the history I’ve told you. My son Jordan was here and we took that photo on January 1 of me in old St. James, in front of that mural. Maybe I will ask my friend George, to create a drawing of that photo. I told Jordan then about my Mother. It really registered with him. You don’t necessarily think of your parents having problems. She tried to crush me. I cannot be crushed. Instead, I will leave.  I was running away from home at the age of 11, hiding in a cardboard box in a field. I am looking at a photo I have of Jordan when he was a baby, Verna holding him in a snuggly. I love that photo. I had a showing once at an art gallery in Toronto. I ran in art circles, I met with Michael Snow Geese at his studio.  When Jordan visited me, we went for a pickerel dinner, went down to the Lake for a while, and looked at my photo album. We went through this, bout how I had a life before kids. 
I have a grandson, Charlie Max, Janna’s son. I’m 76. That’s what happens when you don’t have kids until your mid 30’s and the next generation does that. 
It was a struggle at times. I worked part time at the post office. In the city, we had a mortgage, which we didn’t have on the farm. I worked special at the Post Office and Christmas too, and I had a contract delivering phone books too. I was fast and efficient. To make ends meet. I would travel to Ontario four months a year, a contract job  delivering the Sears catalogue(Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall) Later, I worked 18 hour days on film sets. Icouldreally work! In 2000, we finally were able to sell the farm, and life got better). It’s important to me to tell my family the stuff they didn’t know. Who I was before I was their Dad. Jordan and I went through this album, and it meant a lot to me. 
My Mother, Estelle (ERB) ….about 15-16 years ago, my brother was out of the country, and I wanted to see her. She died on my birthday, September21st. She upstaged me on my birthday; it will never be mine again. Jordan and I got drunk at her memorial. 
Q # 4-What are the most important roles you have played in your life? Family roles, vocational roles, community service roles) Why were they so important to you, and what do you think you accomplished within these roles? 
R.P.  I’ve been a shop steward for several unions. I have worked for the NDP if there was an issue I was mad about. I worked on many film crews. And I liked it, being part of a crew, although I’ve had a lifetime of solitary work. 
Q# 5-What are your most important accomplishments, and what do you feel most proud of or take the most pride in? 
R.P. I think I’ve talked about that. Being a father. Being a shop steward. Being active in the community at times. The family role was important to me. In our family, everybody was at dinner every night. A friend of Janna’s, Liz was her name, her father was Allister. Janna would go there after school, and watch T.V. Her friend would ask her to stay longer, and she would say, “I have to go. I have to go home for supper”. Her friend’s family would tease her. “Oh, the P’s. They have values! “ 
Q #6-Are there particular things you feel need to be said to your loved ones or things that you would want to take the time to say once again? 
R.P. I love them. That people are the way they are. Humans are imperfect and deluded.
 I wanted them to be free. I tried to give them space to find out what they wanted to do. I wanted them to be free to make their own decisions. And they did. They left home after school. Jordan with friends, renting an apartment together, drinking beer, having fun. In those times, it was affordable. We were okay. Janna left the province. Remember that I was supportive. I gave them some of the inheritance I received when my Mother died. In addition, I am giving them money now. I think they see these things. In my life, I could walk off the highway and get a job. It was the times. I trained myself to do a professional job. 
Q # 7- What are your hopes and dreams for your loved ones? 
R.P. To my kids: Be everything a human can be. Don’t be beholden. Follow your own piper. Everybody should have a chance.
Q # 8- What have you learned about life that you want to pass on to others? What advice or words of guidance would you wish to pass along to ------------? 
R.P. All the things I’ve said so far. Oh, and to be frugal, even cheap with their money, and to use their money as a tool for the things, the life that they want. I know that Verna (my wife for 37 years) was always concerned about money for retirement. Her Mom and dad had moved to a care home and it was $5000.00 per month at that time in Saskatoon. For me, now, I own my little house and I have minimal needs. I could move to Bettle (Care Home) or something like that. I am very lucky that I am dying in a year. 
Q # 9- Are there important words, or perhaps even instructions, you would like to pass along to your family? 
R.P. Treat people the way you want to be treated. I am doing more of that lately. Like, for my birthday, I shared my Birthday Cake with others being treated and my Nurses at my Chemo Treatment. If you can, give people a hand up. A lot of my life has been alone., solo. People sometimes freak me out. Solo, I’ve driven trucks, fixed cars in my garage, been a letter carrier…2 hours with others sorting mail, and then walking alone to deliver. When I worked on sets…..I drove, met everybody, worked on a crew, worked as a carpenter. Many jobs. I was a “picture car person”. It gets intense, long hours…..mix of people….some very talented, some are pr***ks and as****es. 
Avoid tragedy to whatever extent you can.     I don’t consider what is happening to me…this…a tragedy. 
Q # 10- In creating this permanent record, are there other things you would like included? 
R.P. Many people have made an impression on me as I have been going through this. My Dentist, I needed work on a tooth, and because of the chemo, he took extreme precautions to avoid harm to me. All my Nurses, my Family Doctor. 
I have been lucky; I have had no health issues until 2021. I’m seeing a different part of the world then I ever have. (Hospitals) I’ve worked better alone all my life. All my life, I got into trouble because I was intelligent and I didn’t hide it. 
 There was a guy in the film world in Regina. His nickname was Bitter Murray” He was trying to make a name for himself, and was mistreated….stabbed in the back.
 I showed Murray warmth.  I faced that world too, but my accomplished were talked about in a positive way.  I was liked and invited to work in B.C. on other projects. I guess I had some distance from that, living in Saskatoon, while Murray stayed in Regina the whole time. 
Murray called me up to thank me, and said I was nice to him. Things like that have happened to me 3 or 4 times over the past ten years. Smiling outreach.
I guess I would say to Verna…..I got a few things right. (Laughing). 
Ed W., a fellow Volvo guy in B.C. .We talk by email back and forth. Nicholas, a young guy from Saskatoon, who loves Volvos. He sold some parts for me. I gave him one of my Volvos…the 544. 
People have cared enough about me to give me kind feedback. 
I believe in the fourth Turning….things work in cycles. Young people will face a lot in the next decade. 
I get along with young people. I think it’s because part of my brain stopped at age 35. Be yourself.be safe Avoid tragedy. I tried to exemplify these things. Tell the truth. 
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